Comparative study of single dose and five days dose of gentamicin as prophylaxis in appendicectomy.
One hundred patients who had appendicectomy for uncomplicated acute appendicitis over 1 year were randomly allocated to two groups of 50 patients each. Patients in group 1 had a single prophylactic injection of gentamicin while those in group 2 had a five days course with the first dose given just before the operation. There was no wound infection in any of the patients in either groups. There was also no statistically significant difference in the incidence of other postoperative complications. These findings suggest that a single prophylactic dose of gentamicin was as effective as a five days course in preventing postoperatively complications, like wound infection.